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Wind turbines kill up to 39 million birds a year!

Jim Wiegand CFACT Insights | 94 Comments

Early studies identified the extent of the problem
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Studies worsen as turbines proliferate and increase in size

How the wind industry hides raptor mortality
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HIDING WIND TURBINE MORTALITY

Wind industry studies deliberately use 50-60 meter mortality search areas
on their large turbines so their studies will miss most of the fatalities
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APWRA mortality comparisons for the 1998-2003 and 2005-2010 study pericds
Focal Total number 1 d justed mortality/Mw/year Adjusted mortality/Mw/year
Species Mortality * [ 1998-2003 2005-2010 1998-2003 2005-2010 1598-2003 2005-2010
Golden eagle * 54 105 0.0380 - 0.1351 0.203 116.5 52.6
Red-tailed hawk 217 394 0.2953 - 0.2490 0.770 300.4 228.8
American kestrel 59 199 0.0614 - 0.1251 0.381 333.1 253.2
Burrowing owl 70 278 0.1674-0.1000 0.527 380 317.2
Other species
Barn owl 50 160 0.662-0.0292 0.213 49.0 Not given
Horned owl 18 45 0.0245-0.040 0.058 10.1 Not given
Prairie falcon 0 6 o 0.008 0 Not given
Peregrine falcon o 2 0 0.002 0 Not given
Western meadowlark 96 524 0.2078- 0.1975 0.681 2557.4 Not given
Horned lark 23 59 0.0427-0.000 0.076 115.2 Not given
Rock dove 196 1125 0.4999-0.1132 1.466 2526.8 Not given
No. Bird species found 45 75
* Does not include 347 WRRS carcasses from 2005-2010 study period
* Does not include 21 WRRS golden eagles fatalities from monitored turbines during 2005-2010 study periocd
* Does not include any cripples found during 2005-2010 study period
* Does not include any carcasses found outside 50 meter search areas
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(Figure 2) For example, industry analysts:

- Exclude certain carcasses. The 2005-2010 WRRS data show that 347 carcasses (primarily
raptors) — plus 21 golden eagle carcasses — were excluded from mortality estimates, because
industry personnel claimed they were found outside standard search procedures, said the
"cause of death was unknown” (even when the birds' heads had been sliced off), or removed
carcasses ahead of a scheduled search.

- Exclude mortally wounded or crippled birds found during searches, even if they display
turbine-related injuries. Even though many birds hit by turbine blades die within days, if they
are still breathing when found, they are considered mobile — and thus not fatalities.

- Simply avoid searching near some of the most dangerous and lethal turbines. The industry
justifies this exclusion by claiming that “the number of turbines monitored was reduced and
spatially balanced for a randomized rolling panel design.” That this “reduction and
balancing” excluded the most deadly portion of the Altamont facility was presented as
coincidental or part of a proper scientific methodology.

The cold reality is that honest, scientific, accurate mortality studies in the Altamont
Pass area would result in death tolls that would shock Americans. They would also raise
serious questions about wind turbines throughout the United States, especially in major bird
habitats like Oregon'’s Shepherds Flat wind facility and the whooping cranes’ migratory
corridor from Alberta, Canada, to Texas.

The techniques discussed here help ensure that "“monitoring” studies match the facility
operators’ desired conclusions, and mortality figures are kept at “acceptable” levels.

The bird mortality disaster must no longer be hidden

Not only has the wind industry never solved its environmental problem, it has been hiding at
least 90% of this slaughter for decades. In fact, the universal problem of hiding bird (and bat)
mortality goes from bad to intolerable beyond the Altamont Pass boundaries, because
studies in other areas across North America are far less rigorous, or even nonexistent, and
many new turbines are sited in prime bird and bat habitats.

The real death toll, as reported by Paul Driessen and others, is thousands of raptors a year —
and up to 39 million birds and bats of all species annually in the United States alone, year
after year! This is intolerable, and unsustainable. It is leading to the inevitable extinction of
many species, at least in many habitats, and perhaps in the entire Lower 48 States.

Meanwhile, assorted “experts” continue to insist that the greatest threats to golden eagles
are other factors like hikers getting too close to their nests, even when most abandoned
nests in Southern California are nowhere near any hiking trails and wind turbines continue to
slaughter eagles.

It is essential that people realize that no energy source comes anywhere close to killing as
many raptors as wind energy does. No other energy companies are allowed to pick up
bodies of rare and protected species from around their production sites on a day-to-day
basis, year-in and year-out. No other energy producer has a several thousand mile mortality
foot print (the highly endangered whooping cranes’ migratory corridor) like what wind
energy has.

Once people understand all of this, they will rightfully demand that the wind industry obey
the same environmental rules that all other industries must follow. This will require that wind
turbines be sited only where the risk of bird deaths is minimal to zero; that turbines be
replaced with new designs that birds recognize as obstacles and thus avoid; that fines be
levied for every bird death, as is done with other industries; and that industrial wind facilities
not be permitted where these requirements cannot be met.

America's wildlife, and proper application of our environmental laws, require nothing less.



